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The PfG will see the delivery of significant policies and
programmes to accelerate the development of renewable
energy in Ireland and these include:
• a whole-of-government plan to deliver at least 70% of
renewable electricity;
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Transition to a renewables-led energy system
To date renewable energy has been focused on the
electricity sector with 40 per cent of electricity from
renewable sources. The heat and transport sectors are
also central to government energy policy. In addition, the
Irish Government, in line with European policy, has an
ambition to be net carbon zero by 2050. This will see a
surge in renewable energy development over the next
decade. The 2021 Irish Renewable Energy magazine will
look how the renewables sector will develop across
electricity, heat and transport.

2020-2021

magazine

Format
The Renewable Energy magazine is a specialist
publication to reflect the growing importance of the
sector. The magazine is premium quality and has a
wide readership.

• set in law a Climate Action Bill to achieve net zero
emissions by 2050;

• to set a path to achieving 5GW capacity of offshore
wind by 2030 off Ireland’s Eastern and Sothern
coasts;
• support for interconnectors, storage and Projects of
Common Interest to help deliver 70% renewable
electricity;
• develop a solar energy strategy and publish the Wind
Energy Guidelines;
• rapidly evaluate the potential role of sustainable
bioenergy;
• invest in research and development in ‘green’
hydrogen.
In addition, there are a number of other drivers that will
only accelerate the development of renewable energy
even further. This includes the electrification of transport
which is a key facet of the strategy to decarbonise the
transport sector. The ambition of one million electric
vehicles by 2030 and the introduction of 600,000 electric
heat pumps by the same date will further drive the
development of renewable electricity. Other technology
developments such as battery storage and ‘green
hydrogen’ will add to the growth of the sector. Green
hydrogen offers the potential to further decarbonise the
heat and transport sectors.
Ireland has the ambition to accelerate the development of
renewable energy across a range of technologies. In the
face of the climate challenge the prospects for the
renewable energy sector are very bright.

Renewable energy
magazine
®

Energy Ireland publishes the annual Renewable
Energy magazine, which is produced in association
with eolas and agendaNi magazines, and circulated
extensively to key stakeholders and decision-makers in
the renewables, and broader energy and policy
sectors, north and south. It will be circulated with the
autumn 2021 issues of eolas and agendaNi
magazines, and will also be distributed at major Energy
Ireland conferences throughout the year.
The magazine provides an excellent platform for
organisations active within the Irish renewable energy
sector to profile goods or services and to highlight
areas of expertise. Profile opportunities include:
•
•
•
•
•

Display advertising
Branded-style advertorial articles
Front cover profile
Sponsorship of the magazine
Round table features

Advancing energy
through BioLPG
work towards a sustainable future for
Ireland. Homes and businesses want to
make sustainable choices. As Ireland is
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• to hold RESS auctions each year, including a RESS
auction for offshore wind in 2021;

faced with the challenge of meeting the
2020 energy targets, sustainable choices
can no longer be viewed as a nice thing
to do, but rather as something which
must be a priority. Calor BioLPG allows
homeowners and businesses to advance
their energy choices by providing a
sustainable energy solution and future.
In addition to supplying BioLPG to homes
and businesses, Calor will also be
supplying BioLPG to the forklift market,
helping businesses to further validate
their sustainability credentials.
For over 80 years, Calor has had a
constant presence across the island of

2018 will be a milestone for Calor and for Ireland’s energy
landscape, with the launch of the first commercial, off-grid,
renewable gas solution in Ireland. Calor’s eagerly anticipated
BioLPG will launch early in 2018. Exclusively available from
Calor, this new renewable LPG product will offer real choice to
Ireland’s rural homes and businesses.
Made by Neste, the world leader in
advanced biofuels, BioLPG is 100 per
cent renewable LPG created from a mix
of sustainably-sourced renewable and
waste materials. LPG is one of the
cleanest and most low-carbon fuel when
compared to other fossil fuels, but
BioLPG will reduce carbon emissions
even further, allowing energy-conscious
consumers, both business and domestic,
to play their part in reducing our
country’s carbon footprint.
BioLPG burns in the same way as
conventional LPG, and can be blended
and used in existing LPG-powered
appliances and applications. Typically,
any equipment that is currently fuelled by
oil or even natural gas can operate on
BioLPG, with a straightforward
conversion similar to that needed for
40

conventional LPG – making renewable
heat an affordable option for domestic
and industrial customers. The end user of
the fuel would never know that the fuel
they are using is any different, and there
are no large capital costs or alterations
required to use the fuel.
Under the EU Renewable Energy
Directive (2009/28/EC) Ireland is
committed to producing at least 16 per
cent of all of our country’s energy
consumption from renewable sources by
2020. BioLPG meets all the criteria set
out in the Directive, and has the potential
to play a serious role in achieving a
greener and more sustainable future for
Ireland. Increasingly, energy users, both
big and small, are looking for a green
alternative so that they can play their part
in preserving our environment as we

Ireland, heating homes and powering
businesses and meeting their energy
needs. Now as we, as a country, change
the way we look at energy use, Calor is
leading an innovation which will unite
customers across the country to advance
energy together through BioLPG. It’s nice
when the right thing to do is also the
smart thing to do.

For further information on BioLPG
exclusively available in Ireland from
Calor.
Web: www.calorgas.ie/about/biolpg

Profile opportunities
available

Advertorial

SO
LD

2. Front cover profile: Includes front cover photography
and 3 page article within the magazine. Provides an
excellent profile opportunity for an organisation to
highlight key issues and ensures a high level of
exposure to the key stakeholders who will read the
magazine.
3. Round table feature (virtual or in person): hosted
by a sponsor organisation with a number of other key
stakeholder representatives (maximum 5). The event
would be written up and photographed over 6 pages
in the magazine (Energy Ireland would look after all
organisational elements of the round table). Given the
current Covid-19 situation, this can be done virtually or
in person.
4. Think Tank/Working lunch (virtual or in person):
This Execution begins with the sponsor organisation
giving a 15 minute presentation on a chosen topic to a
selected panel of four high profile and relevant guests
from the industry. This is followed by a discussion on
the main topics of the presentation which will be
photographed and transcribed over 6 pages in the
magazine along with the slides of the presentation and
profile of the sponsor and speaker (Energy Ireland will
manage all elements of the process).
5. Advertorials / branded style articles: Organisations
have the opportunity to provide content for the
publication through the provision of advertorial/
thought-leadership pieces. Each advertorial will
include text and images and can be designed by
Energy Ireland to the client’s requirements.
6. Display advertising: For those organisations with
‘camera-ready’ style display advertisements, a range
of sizes are available. Options include high-profile
positions such as outside and inside covers.

consumption must come from
renewable energy sources.
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Solar energy: Why are we
stuck in analysis
compete with other renewable
technologies and with conventional
energy sources.
In short, at present we have no solar
energy industry worth speaking of and
will not until the government subsidises
the production of solar energy as it has
successfully done with wind-farms.
So why have we not introduced the
necessary support mechanism to enable
the solar energy sector to develop? Is
the government's reluctance justified?
Let's be clear, renewable energy is not
free despite the fact that the wind and
sun are.

Solar Photovoltaics (PV) is the
fastest growing deployed
renewable energy technology
across the world in the last decade.
Technology advances make it suitable
for Northern European countries as
direct sunlight is not necessary. The cost
of the actual infrastructure has fallen
dramatically in recent years. Between
2008 and 2013 it fell by 80 per cent as a
result of economies of scale and
advances in technology, techniques and
experience in installation.

roundtable

Electric vehicles: vital for
future mobility?

There are huge benefits associated with
electric vehicles. The Irish car fleet
averages about 140 grams of CO2 per
kilometre travelled. Next year the target
is for 40 per cent renewable electricity
generation in Ireland and the target for
2030 is 70 per cent. So, there’s a real
opportunity to use that cleaner energy to
decarbonise transport.
The EPA recently rolled out more

Laura Behan
EVs are allowing us to be more energy
efficient. They allow us to tap into the
potential of renewable energy. I would

Round table discussion hosted by
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also point to the air quality benefits,
which we haven’t tended to focus on as
much as other cities where the air quality
is also poor. In urban areas, where you
have congestion of ICE vehicles, the
level of pollution that builds up is a real
challenge that EVs will be part of the
solution for. If we’re going to allow that
number of vehicles in our cities, they’re
going to have to be cleaner.

SO

Conor O’Brien

monitoring stations across the country
and we’re getting a better picture of the
nitrogen dioxide in our air. EVs and
electric buses can help to improve air
quality for citizens. The European
Environmental Agency estimates that
about 1,600 people die in Ireland each
year because of poor air quality and it
costs our economy about €2 billion each
year. London has seen big
improvements in their air quality in areas
where bus fleets have been electrified or
partly electrified.

“43 billion miles are driven every year
in Ireland, that’s a lot of miles that
need to be accounted for. We need
to integrate all the technology out
there for a seamless journey
experience.”

LD

Gemserv hosted a round table discussion, bringing together the public
and private sectors to discuss electric vehicles and the role they will
play in combatting climate change and enabling future mobility.
What role will electric vehicles
play in combatting climate
change and contributing to
better living?

roundtable

Joachim Brandt has over 25 years of research and
industry experience in telecom and energy with a strong
background in digital integration and artificial
intelligence. He joined Gemserv to enable markets for
the transition to electric and connected autonomous
vehicles for a more sustainable future for everyone. He
previously led on complex innovation projects across the
E-Mobility and Smart Energy space for E.ON, chairing the
Energy UK EV working group (2016-2018) and supporting technical
standards development.

Declan Meally

In Ireland, our high potential for
renewable electricity from wind puts us
in a good position. On some weekends
the system can be 100 per cent wind
powered, on average we are well on
track for 40 per cent by 2020. The
private car is responsible for 80 to 90 per
cent of transport emissions, making that
more efficient and switching to
renewable fuels is attacking a major
chunk of transport emissions, which
account for 25 per cent of national
emissions. People could then relate
turbines spinning in their area and
powering their driving as they plug-in
their car instead of fuelling it from
imported fossil fuels.

Joachim Brandt

Joachim Brandt

Climate change and air quality are almost too big as problems
for the individual person to understand how it impacts them.
From an energy system point of view, we’ve done well with the
rise in renewable generation and so the next big ticket is
transport. The temperamental nature of renewable generation
requires large amount of storage to further increase for example
deployment of wind generation and its utilisation. Significant
geospatial distributed energy storage is embedded in the EV
parc. This is where the disruption of EVs proves itself to be
more than a car, it’s a car and energy and digital. We can
unleash a whole raft of societal benefits with this fusion.
Helen Hughes
From a personal point of view, I do not particularly like refuelling
my car at the petrol pump and I look forward to being able to
charge it overnight. We have some air pollution hot points in the
city so I’m looking forward to more electric buses and cars
which will help improve air quality. Electric cars generate less
noise at low speed, and I understand that manufactures will be
obliged to increase the noise generated by EVs for safety
reasons. At higher speeds there is no reduction in noise
generated.
Dara Lynott
Private car ownership has gone up 8 per cent in the last 10
years, so if it goes up at that level over the next 10 years, are
we welcoming those cars into Dublin every day? The number of 4

Helen Hughes was appointed Director of TII’s
Professional Services Division in 2015 following the
establishment of Transport Infrastructure Ireland,
providing technical expertise to support the delivery of
TII funded projects and network operations. She has over
30 years of experience in transport planning, project
appraisal and project management and has worked in
the UK, Ireland and France in both the public and private
sectors. She is a Chartered Engineer and holds a Bachelor of Civil
Engineering degree and a Diploma in Project Management. She has been a
Council Member of Engineers Ireland and Chairperson of WITS, a voluntary
organisation supporting women in science, technology, engineering and
mathematics.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Dara Lynott has been Chief Executive Officer of the
Electricity Association of Ireland since 2018. Prior to
that he was a Director of the Environmental Protection
Agency from 2004 and in that period had responsibility
for EPA licensing, Greenhouse Gas and Waste
Inventories, Carbon Emission Trading, Circular Economy
and the Office of Environmental Enforcement. Prior to
joining the EPA, he worked in the private sector for eight
years as an environmental consultant in Boston, USA. He holds a BE from
NUIG, a MSc from Northeastern University, Boston and P Grad Dip. from the
UCD Smurfit Business School. He is a Chartered Engineer, Professional
Engineer (USA) and a Fellow of Engineers Ireland.
Declan Meally is Head of Department with responsibility
for the Emerging Sectors in the Sustainable Energy
Authority of Ireland, Ireland’s national body for
sustainable energy policy and programmes. His portfolio
of programmes includes the electric vehicle and smart
grid programmes. SEAI’s mission is to play a leading role
in transforming Ireland into a society based on a
decarbonised energy system. SEAI advises Government on sustainable
energy policy, trends and impacts, and delivers a range of programmes to
promote the adoption of “use less and use clean” behaviours. Declan has
worked in SEAI since 2004 and previously worked in Management in Xerox
(Europe) Ltd, Aer Rianta and the Irish Defence Forces.
Conor O’Brien is Public Policy and Regulation Manager
at ESB ecars, having worked with the company since
2011, implementing engaging initiatives to promote
electric vehicles in Ireland. During this time Conor also
chaired the External Stakeholder Forum for the largest
EC funded electromobility project in Europe, Green
eMotion. Since 2014, he has been working on electric
vehicle policy and the development of the EV market in Ireland by advocating
for changes in regulations and policies to ensure a smooth transition to
electromobility. He is currently working on ESB’s plans to roll out high power
charging hubs across Ireland which is co-funded by the Irish Government’s
Climate Action Fund.
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The Irish government has decided that in
order to meet the target, the following
needs to happen:
•

40 per cent of electricity consumed
must come from renewable energy
sources;

•

12 per cent of heat consumed must
come from renewable energy
sources; and

•

10 per cent of transport energy

Solar PV as it has for wind-farms for over
a decade.
This is a globally accepted requirement
to enable solar energy, or any form of
renewable energy technology, to gain
traction and scale and be in a position to

So leaving good sense aside for the
moment and ignoring the issue of
climate change, on a simple economic
basis, and at a minimum, we have to
weigh up the costs of potential EU fines
from 2020 against the cost of the PSO
levy which amounts to €496.5 million for
2017/2018. However, remember that
supports the entire renewable energy
market, principally wind, as well as
subsiding peat energy production.
We must also factor in the wider
economic benefits to Ireland that will
result from the creation of a solar energy
industry.
In its report, A Brighter Future: The
1
Potential Benefits of Solar PV in Ireland ,
KPMG estimate that the deployment of
Solar PV in Ireland will create €2 billion
in gross value added to the economy,
sustain 7,300 jobs annually and bring in
€0.8 billion in tax revenue.
The government is currently consulting
on what type of support scheme it
should introduce to supplement the next
round of renewable energy projects.
The tentative recommendation is a
‘technology neutral’ auction process
supported by a floating feed-in premium.
In other words, projects with similar
viability gaps compete in appropriate
auctions for their projects to be
subsidised. The government then pays
them the difference between the strike
price that they bid and the price
achieved for energy on the market.
Therefore the investor knows that he will
have cash flow and price certainty to
enable him to make the necessary
infrastructure investment.

This has attracted significant criticism
from the solar energy industry, potential
investors and the Green Party who
believe that there should be a specific
target for solar projects and that solar
projects should not have to compete
with the established and governmentsupported wind-farm market.
For those who remember the torture of
the first wind-farm projects in Ireland,
this argument is not without merit.
Ironing out the planning, environmental,
infrastructure installation, regulatory and
investor issues when a technology is
establishing itself in a new market,
means that the first large ground
mounted Solar PV projects will take
longer than they will in three years' time
when experience and scale has made
the process smoother, quicker and less
expensive.
Whilst the consultation document does
say that it will hold multiple auctions and
may need separate auctions for
emerging/less mature technologies, there
is no firm commitment either way to
solar.
Further, the government consultation
document looks at a support system for
large scale ground mounted Solar PV
projects only. It does not look at the
potential support system required for
small scale domestic and commercial
rooftop solar panels which offers a
valuable source of renewable energy.
So we are heading for very significant
fines in 2020 and every year thereafter
that we fail to meet the EU's increasing
targets.
Deploying solar energy projects would

contribute towards achieving our targets,
avoiding or reducing EU fines and would
significantly contribute to the wider
economy which is in stark contrast to
supporting environmental policies that
this government supports.
Ireland's renewable energy market is
almost entirely dependent on wind and
in order to encourage complimentary
sectors such as Solar PV, initial
government support is needed to
encourage initial investment, achieve
economies of scale and allow Solar PV
to become a predictable investor
infrastructure class.
Whilst consultation is inherently a good
thing, it can also be the cause of
analysis paralysis and that is where we
have found ourselves in Ireland.
Projects are ready to go and we don't
have a support mechanism in place
which also has to get State Aid
clearance from Europe.
There is no perfect solution; the support
system will need adjusting as technology
improves and costs come down.
However, this has been done in many
other EU countries in Europe with similar
regulatory constraints.
As Winston Churchill once said: “The
maxim ‘nothing but perfection’ may be
spelled ‘paralysis’.”

Mary Dunne
Maples and Calder
75 St. Stephen’s Green, Dublin 2
E: mary.dunne@maplesandcalder.com
W: www.maplesandcalder.com

35

Planned content

•
•

Laura Behan is Head of the Climate Change Unit of the
Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport.
Previous roles in the Department have included Head of
the Strategic Research and Analysis Unit, sustainable
transport, freight and logistics policy, road safety and
road financing. She has also worked in the Departments
of Finance, Environment and Local Government and
Foreign Affairs. She currently leads the preparation and
implementation of transport climate mitigation and adaptation policy. She is
also Co-Chair of the Government’s Low Emitting Vehicles Task Force.

Despite this, Ireland does not currently
have any support mechanism in place for

There is no consensus on the exact
amount of the EU fines that will be
imposed as it is a complex calculation
but estimates in the region of €100€150 million for each 1 per cent of the
target missed seems to be the general
consensus.
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•
The Participants

The EU Renewable Energy Directive
(2009/28/EC) requires Ireland to meet 16
per cent of its entire energy consumption
from renewable sources by 2020. If it
does not meet that target, Ireland will
have to pay significant fines to the EU.

Most of our renewable electricity comes
from onshore wind in Ireland. However,
wind projects take considerably longer
than solar projects to deploy and it is
unlikely that onshore wind projects will
bridge the 10 per cent gap by 2020.

1. (Published in October 2015)

•

Roundtable

Apart from the capital investment in
infrastructure and on-going operation
costs, renewable energy does not
compete on a par with conventional
energy and is supplemented by way of a
Public Service Obligation ("PSO") Levy
added to all electricity bills. With effect
form 1 October 2017, the PSO Levy rose
from €70.80 per year to €92.28 per
year.

Currently Ireland is getting close to 30
per cent of electricity production coming
from renewables but at least another 10
per cent increase is required in a very
short period.

renewable energy magazine

1. Sponsorship of the magazine: Includes organisation’s
logo on the front cover and an opportunity to provide
a written ‘foreword’ to the magazine, along with a two
page advertorial style article (contributed by the
organisation) and a single page display advertisement
within the content of the publication.

Status of renewable energy in Ireland;
European renewable energy policy;
Regulatory framework to support development
of renewable energy;
The global transition to 100% renewable
energy;
Implementation of Renewable Electricity
Support Scheme (RESS);
RESS 2: offshore wind development support;
Developing Ireland’s wind resources, onshore
and offshore;
Future outlook for solar energy;
Grid development to facilitate 70% renewable
electricity;
Decarbonising the gas network with
biomethane;
Prospects for use of ‘green’ hydrogen;
Financing renewable energy projects;
Electrification of transport: EVs;
Role of energy storage in facilitating intermittent
renewable energy;
Planning issues in renewable energy projects;
Developing large scale anaerobic digestion
bioenergy projects;
Delivering 15% of electricity demand from
renewable sources under PPAs;
Role of interconnectors in meeting Ireland’s
renewable energy targets;
Heat in the City: decarbonising heat;
Prospects for advance biofuels in the transport
sector;
Marine renewable energy in Ireland: wave and
tidal technologies;
Attitudes and acceptance of renewable energy
in Ireland;

•

Local authorities’ renewable energy strategies;

•

Listings of renewable energy companies;

•

Listings of advisory companies.

Advertising ratecard
Rate card for advertorial/profile*
Four page corporate profile

€4,995

Double page spread

€2,995

Full page colour

€1,995

Half page colour

€1,295

Special positions*

Double page
(bleed)

Inside front cover

€2,495

Inside back cover

€2,395

Outside back cover

€2,695

Rate card for advertorial / profile

Half page
Full page
(copy area)

1 page

€1,995

2 pages

€2,995

*All prices are subject to VAT

Mechanical data
•

Double page spread
Bleed - 426mm x 303mm
Trim - 420mm x 297mm

Expert advice and assistance

•

Full page
Copy area - 170 mm x 246mm

The Energy Ireland team can offer guidance about what
type of advertisement is appropriate – where it should be

Bleed - 303mm x 216mm

located to achieve maximum impact – and how to

Trim - (A4) - 297mm x 210mm

optimise profile. A complimentary graphic design service

•

is available to advertisers who do not have access to an
advertising agency or in-house design service.

Half page horizontal
Copy area - 122mm x 170mm

•

Half page vertical - 246mm x 81mm

General
1. All artwork should be supplied in digital format.
2. All fonts, scanned images and graphics should be included on the disk or email (even though they may also be embedded
into the artwork).
3. All fonts should be Postscript format.
4. All artwork, scanned images and embedded graphics must be CMYK ink separated for printing.
5. Scanned images and graphics should be saved as ‘eps’ files (filename.eps) or ‘tif’ files (filename.tif). Photographic files may
also be saved as ‘jpeg’ (filename.jpg).

For more information or if you would like to book space, please contact Sam Tobin
on +353 (0) 1 661 3755 or sam.tobin@energyireland.ie

